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ABSTRACT

Distance learning is a specific form of educatiohiakh can be applied in
many different areas in order to enable the improgat of the skills and
competencies of the people who have decided to teeés way. The advantages of
distance learning based on IT are numerous and rtitae obvious. The question
we are trying to address in this paper is whethdeaning can be used for
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empowering entrepreneurship. For that purpose, axeehdesigned and conducted
a research and the results of that research aresgméed in this paper. The overall
conclusion is that e-learning programs speciallgidaed for entrepreneurs can be
used as a tool for empowering young people compietenn this area and
especially in countries with inadequate systenowhél education, like Serbia.

KEY WORDS: e-learning, entrepreneurship, competencies, stgdent

Introduction

Distance learning is not news anymore. It has mennd for years now
and many universities, schools and private comgaaie using all of the
advantages that distance learning (e-learning) ffering in order to
widespread their markets, offer more competitivegpams to their students
and learners and simply use all the advantageshef ihformation
technology in the learning process. There are mauathors who are
investigating the potential of distance learningdifferent areas of study.
Spatariu et al. addressed evaluating effectivenenistruction. Graham et
al., McCombs assessed the value of online coursespecific fields of
study. Draves, in its studies, emphasizes the benaff providing online
learning. The greatest advantage of using modefornmation and
communication devices in education is reflectedearning from home, at
its own pace where the material is presented Wgréifit methods, with the
possibility of perceiving its own progress. Recezgearch shows that the
introduction of virtual environments into higheruedtion has the potential
to bring a positive change in the learning expesen

Our research is focusing on investigating the fil#ses of distance
learning application in the area of entrepreneptshihe studies carried out
so far on the impact of education on entreprengursiow a high level of
connectivity. Increasing the competencies of indlials encourages
entrepreneurship and establishes an entrepreneutiate on a wider scale.
Dynamic business environment requires a permaneatease in the
educational level of entrepreneurs, and consequetatl improve the
educational process by adding alternative subjdws a participant can
choose.
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Research Methodology and Questionnaire

In order to investigate the student’s attitudesai@s e-learning and its
association with entrepreneurship we have designesdudy which was
conducted during 2012 in Turkey and Serbia, simelbasly. In Turkey the
respondents were the students of Anadolu UniverSagulty of economics
and in Serbia the students of Belgrade Busines®dbaliere introduced
with the questionnaire. In total 405 participantsni both countries were
participating in a research, 205 from Turkey and) 20om Serbia
respectively.

The research included seven questions as follows:

1. Do you intend to run your private business asmsas you graduate?

A) Yes
B) No
2 Why do you want to be an entrepreneur?
A) This is the only way to get a job
B) | can earn more than working for someone
C) I have a good business idea | want to realize
3. Do you have any role model among successfuépreneurs?
A) Yes
B) No
4. Is formal education necessary for entrepren@u®sh
A) Yes
B) No
5. Do you believe that distance learning would lg@ad solution for
future young entrepreneurs?
A) Yes
B) No
6. Would you like to attend one of these distamegring programs?
A) Yes
B) No
7. What would be the most important in selectinghsa program, and
ways of learning?
A) Acquisition of knowledge
B) The faster and easier way to graduate
C) Flexibility in studying
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Key Findings

As it can be seen in Table 1. 29% of respondentsirkey are ready to
start their own business as soon as they grad@atethe other side, the
portion of the students in Serbia willing to stdmeir own private business
after graduation is 90%.

Tablel: Readiness of the respondents in TurkeySanmiia to start their
own business after graduation

Country Readiness to start own business
Turkey 29%
Serbia 90%

Source: Authors

Key question arising from the data presented inél'dlis why is there
such a huge disproportion between undergraduatdsuikey and Serbia
regarding this question. One of the reasonablea@gblons may be the fact
that the students in Serbia are far less introdwdddall the challenges that
start up projects bring along.

The results of the second question regarding tdest’s perception of
the reasons to become an entrepreneur are preseritable 2.

Table 2: Reasons that the respondents in TurkeySanblia perceive as the
most important in terms of becoming an entrepreneur

Country Reasons to become entrepreneur
Turkey Good business Idea - 50%
Serbia Possibility to earn more - 45%

Source: Authors

As it can be seen from Table 2. the students irkdyuperceive good
business idea as the main reason to become ampremeer. One of the
possible explanations of such result is developgtepreneurial culture in
this country supported by the educational systemiclhwhpromotes
entrepreneurship. On the other side, the studeots Serbia observe the
possibility to earn more as the key driver of bergman entrepreneur.
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Regardless of the reasons it is very important thatstudents from both
countries recognize the importance of entrepreihgurs

The students attitudes regarding the existence rofeamodel among
successful entrepreneurs are presented in Table 3.

Table 3: The existence of a role model among satde=sntrepreneurs

Country Yes No
Turkey 66% 34%
Serbia 42% 58%

Source: Authors

The fact that the students in Turkey are more yikel have a role
model among successful entrepreneurs can be atiha the fact that the
entrepreneurship has longer tradition in this coutitan in Serbia. Often,
successful businesses in Serbia are associatedsantle form of unethical
government protection and corruption resulting irfaat that successful
entrepreneurs are not perceived as successfulywbddmg and intelligent
people.

The student’s attitudes towards the importanceoohél education for
entrepreneurship are presented in Table 4.

Table 4: The importance of formal education forrepteneurship

Country Yes No
Turkey 57% 43%
Serbia 50% 50%

Source: Authors

In both cases, students recognize the formal eduncais important
driver for the development of entrepreneurship. Hystem of formal
education should provide students with necessaoyladge and skills for
entrepreneurship. Unfortunately, this is not theecia Serbia at the moment
and serious changes need to be undertaken inrd@s a

One of the possible solutions for the aforementioissue in Serbia
could be the distance learning programs in the afeantrepreneurship.
Student’s opinions regarding this option are presstm Table 5.



70 Journal of Women'’s Entrepreneurship and Educa(iil7, No. 3-4, 65-72)

Table 5: Distance learning programs in the areanfrepreneurship

Country Yes No
Turkey 44% 56%
Serbia 40% 60%

Source: Authors

The fact that some students recognize the poteritidistance learning
programs in the area of entrepreneurship is vemyonant, especially in
terms of lifelong learning. It can be concludedtttie existence of world
known distance learning platforms contributed ® féct that young people
recognize the potential of distance learning progra

Data representing the students willingness to @pdie in distance
learning programs are presented in Table 6.

Table 6: Willingness to participate in distancer@ag programs

Country Yes No
Turkey 31% 69%
Serbia 80% 20%

Source: Authors

As it may be seen in Table 6, the students in Seat® more willing to
participate in distance learning programs tharrtpeers in Turkey. One of
the possible explanations may be the fact that wuebvious lack of
competences provided to students in Serbia by tsters of formal
education, they are willing to try something newterms of acquiring
necessary skills and that distance learning programe seen as good
options to do so.

In terms of motivation to enter distance learninggoam, the results
presented in Table 7 show that students in Turlerggive acquisition of
knowledge as most important factor. On the othee,sstudents in Serbia
think that flexibility in studying is the most impgant motive. Once again, it
is obvious that the students in Serbia do not cmsthe acquisition of
knowledge as the most important factor becausdeffact the system of
formal education is not perceived as being ableréwide the acquisition of
necessary skills and competences.
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Table 7: Motivation factors to enter distance leamprogram

Motivation factor Turkey  Serbia

Acquisition of knowledge 44% 25%
The faster and easier way to graduate 29% 27%
Flexibility in studying 27% 48%

Source: Authors

Conclusions

The results presented in this paper point to tloe tlzat the students
from Turkey and Serbia recognize the importancerdfepreneurship and
what is most important the significance of distaedeication programs in
terms of acquiring skills and expertise necessaryehtrepreneurs. The fact
that students point of view in these two countrggnificantly differ
regarding some dimensions of entrepreneurship pamthe fact that the
system of formal education in these two countrgeslifferent in terms of
knowledge and skills provided to the students affexduation. Students
from Serbia recognize the importance of entreprestigiol but on the other
side are well aware of the fact that the systerfoiwhal education in Serbia
is not good enough and that some alternatives dharise, either in the
form of informal education programs or in the foohdistance learning
programs.

The results obtained from both countries suggestdistance learning
programs have great potential in the area of ergrngurship. The fact that
over 40% of students in both countries recognizegbtential of distance
learning programs in terms of entrepreneurshigery important. In order to
enable those programs to be successful they nebd tmarefully planned
and designed, with clearly stated goals and outsome

Using modern technologies, the process of learfiagomes more
informative where learners access different tygesmformation, using the
methods that best suit them. This kind of educatiam be combined with
the classical form of teaching, face to face. Tombination provides them
a lot of opportunities to learn more new things anquite different
environment. Unfortunately, according to our keyndfngs these
opportunities are not exploited enough in Serbia.
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